Massachusetts DG Interconnection Collaborative Working Group

Facilitator: Dr. Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates, Ltd.

Working Group Transition Monthly Meeting #3
January 22, 2013
Conference Call: (866) 576-7975 Code:  175495
Draft Meeting Summary
23 Working Group members were on the call

9:00
Review Goals and Agenda for Day—Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates 
· Dr. Raab reviewed the agenda, and noted that no order yet from DPU on WG Report or redlined tariff

9:10
Updates:

· Information Tracking & Reporting
· Transitioning to new format, haven’t submitted last month yet

· DOER—Use new format and instructions for how to report responses in each column in conforming format, ok if some columns blank for now

· DOER will organize call w/utilities 
· Initial Applicant Withdrawal Process (review draft letter from NU)
· Draft letter for all the utilities

· Add link to tariff (DG website)?

· Consider forwarding to DPU FYI?  Concern this would slow things down and not approval not needed.

· Insurance & Tax Mark-Up—DOER and Utilities

· Don’t envision any tariff changes on these issues—mulling over solutions that don’t require tariff changes.  DOER will check w/hearing officer about whether anything formally needs to be filed—maybe set up as conference call to avoid ex parte issue.  If so, will coordinate with utilities.

· Mapping and Recent Rural Electrification (on Upgrade RFP—DOER Work)
· No update—DOER consultant on schedule, talking w/utilities as needed.
· Other updates??

· FERC order w/workshops (including minimum load)—JDR post

9:40
Technical Advisory Review Group
· By-laws/Guidelines
· How deal w/agenda items that are brought up repeatedly? 

· Up to Chair/Vice-Chair—allow if new significant information

· Group ok w/leaving substantive decisionmaking to utilities, and process decisionmaking to Group

· Agendas set by Chair and Vice-Chair working together

· Include items listed in report at first meeting for at least initial discussion
· Utilities each appoint own representative, non-utilities appoint own members based on active participation in DG WG

· Clarify DPU participation in “review & modifications” similar to non-utility members regarding “discussion & feedback”

· If difference of opinion/disagreement related to technical standards will be noted in meeting notes (w/specific technical rationale) and who supports what—[all on call agree with this]
· Numerous non-utility parties still prefer formal voting first to identify whether disagreement and who, before noting
· Utilities don’t think it’s appropriate for them to vote on their technical standards, but identify any disagreements through discussion
· Danielle & Michael work on a new draft, with JDR help if needed
· Plans for 2013 meetings (Dates/Locations/Members)—
· Utilities—pick date or two in February (and location)
· Non-utilities-identify representatives and Vice-Chair, and feedback on dates
· Chair and Vice-Chair get together on the agenda planning

· NSTAR 12 Point Check List (added to agenda at DOER’s request)
· Purpose, and is this new and incremental?

· Utilities: Summary of things needed—all linked to things in tariff, will revise
· Clarify language, add document to Technical Advisory Group agenda
10:30
Dealing With Stacked Projects thru Group Studies or Other Means
· Strategy for tackling this issue (over 3 more mtgs.)

· Should we start with straw proposal

· CA still struggling with this and won’t likely see language from them until 2/19 (our next meeting)

· Look at experience w/Group studies in MA—Case Studies
· For next meeting (February):

· Refresh ourselves on stacked projects procedures

· Look in detail on NSTAR and NGRID cluster/group study experience

· Brainstorm options for dealing with stacked projects

· Discuss CA group study proposal (due 2/19) in March meeting 

11:15
Trainings and Online Modules—Utility-lead (approach, types, dates)
· Consider splitting seminar topics to 3-4 different foci and move them around the state (simplified; expedited/standard; net metering; & CHP)
· Possibly add a technical standards workshop, and/or can add additional slides to expedited/standard presentation

· Can do these on separate days stand alone, or same day one after the other

· Considering move to more multi-utility statewide workshops in different locations, than utility-specific workshops

· Working on the schedule/location

· Working on ways to improve remote participation (not fully webinars)

· Consider once a year webinar

· Haven’t thought thru online certification required modules yet
11:50
Planning for February Meeting and Beyond, & Next Steps

· February 19th Meeting

· Stacked Projects/Group Studies
· Monthly Reporting/Online Reporting/Central Application/Administrator

· Workshops/Training/Certification

· Updates

· 12 Point Verification

· First Tech Advisory Review Group

· To Do

· Mtg Summary—JDR

· Agenda for next Transition WG 2/19 Mtg—JDR

· Tech Advisory Group By-Laws/Guidelines—Danielle/Michael/JDR

· DOER/Utility Call on Monthly Reporting Consistency—Gerry, DOER

· Inform DPU on Status of Insurance/Tax Issues—Gerry, DOER

· Membership (& Chair/Vice-Chair) & Date Location first Tech Advisory Group--All
12:00 
Adjourn
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